16       THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE
only be cultivated if the village tank filled with
water, and much rain had to fall before the tank
filled.  If the rains from the north-east in November
were good, and the people could borrow seed, then
the rice-fields in January and February were green,
and the year brought the village health and strength;
for rice gives strength as does no other food.   But
this happened very rarely.  Usually the village lived
entirely by cultivating chenas.  In August every man
took a katty and went out into the jungle and cut
down the undergrowth, over an acre or two.   Then
he returned home.   In September he went out again
and set fire to the dead undergrowth, and at night
the jungle would be lit up by points of fire scattered
around the village for miles; for so sterile is the
earth, that a chena, burnt and sown for one year,
will yield no crop again for ten years.   Thus the
villagers must each year find fresh jungle to burn.
In October the land is cleared of ash and rubbish,
and when the rains fall in November the ground is
sown broadcast with millet or kurakkan or maize,
with pumpkins, chillies, and a few vegetables.   In
February the grain is reaped, and on it the village
must live until the next February.   No man will
ever do any other work, nor will he leave the village
in search of work.   But even in a good year the
grain from the chenas was scarcely sufficient for